DIGITAL EQUIPMENT CORPORATION TO OFFER SONY'S 
ADVANCED INTELLIGENT TAPE DRIVES ON DIGITAL COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS 


OEM Agreement Marks Major Step in Industry Format Acceptance 


SAN JOSE, Calif., July 28, 1997 — Sony today announced that it has 
entered into an OEM agreement with Digital Equipment Corporation to 
supply Advanced Intelligent Tape (AIT) products for incorporation into 
Digital's Alpha workstations and servers, and storage building blocks 
(SBBs). Sony expects to begin shipping AIT drives to Digital in the 
current quarter. 

"The award of this contract is another major milestone in the 
adoption of AIT as the new tape technology of choice for the mid-range 
systems market," said Dick Komiyama, president of Sony Electronics' 
Computer Components and Peripherals Group. "We intend to make 
Sony's innovative AIT technology the next industry standard." 

Digital critically evaluated several mid-range tape technologies 
before choosing AIT. "Our decision to add Sony's AIT to Digital's tape 
offerings is based on AIT's demonstration of superior reliability, 
performance, capacity, form-factor and future extensibility," said Dave 
Coombs, vice president of Worldwide Storage Marketing at Digital. 
"Offering Sony's AIT products on our systems provides a competitive 
price/performance advantage in key Digital markets." 

AIT is a new, state-of-the-art tape technology that uses the durable, 
Advanced Metal Evaporated (AME) tape formulation to provide 
outstanding reliability, no periodic cleaning, 50 GB capacity (assuming 21 
data compression) and 6 MB per second data transfer rate in an ultra 
compact 3.5-inch form factor. 

Digital Equipment Corporation is a world leader in open 
client/server solutions from personal computing to integrated worldwide 
information systems. Digital's scalable Alpha and x86 platforms, storage, 


networking, software and services, together with industry-focused 


solutions from business partners, help organizations compete and win in 
today's global marketplace. 

Based in San Jose, Calif., the Tape Streamer Products Division of 
Sony Electronics' Computer Components and Peripherals Group markets 
tape drives and autoloaders through OEM, industrial distribution and 


reseller channels. 


